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OIL PAINTING BY JOHN JOHNSTON DEPICTING SAMUEL 
SHAW (1754-1794), aide-de-camp to General Washington during the 
Revolution and supercargo on the Empress of China in 1784-85. It is 
particularly appropriate that Johnston included the Empress in the 
background. Courtesy of Francis G. Shaw. 


Preceding page: 


Original eagle badge and early ribbon, probably worn in the 
manner of a watch fob, photographed to show the medal’s re- 
verse, and owned by Timothy Pickering (1745-1829), a member 
of the Massachusetts Society of the Cincinnati. Courtesy of Mrs. 
John Pickering. 
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The Peabody Museum of Salem was approached more 
than a year ago by Clifford Lewis 3rd, chairman of the 1983 
Bicentennial Historical Exhibit Committee, to mount an 
exhibition commemorative of the Society’s 200th anniver- 
sary. It was decided that particular emphasis would be placed 
on Chinese export porcelain decorated with the Cincinnati 
eagle. The museum would attempt to bring together under a 
single roof, as it were, specimens representative of most if not 
all of the surviving services and/or pattern variants. That the 
Peabody has succeeded is due to the organizational ability 
and Job-like patience of Lucy Batchelder Butler, museum 
registrar, and to the generosity of so many individual and in- 
stitutional lenders. I would certainly be remiss if I did not 
single out for special acknowledgement three individuals: 
Lucille S. Pfeffer, Clifford Lewis 3rd, and William Caleb Lor- 
ing. | 

The Massachusetts Society of the Cincinnati felt that a 
brochure highlighting the porcelaneous aspects of the 
exhibit would be appropriate. Having been asked to super- 
vise the preparation of this catalogue, I decided to include an 
essay which summarizes and at the same time brings up to 
date my research on “the Cincinnati and their porcelain.” 

The Peabody Museum of Salem, now in its own 185th 
year, salutes the Society of the Cincinnati and, in particular, 
the Massachusetts Society of the Cincinnati, on its 200th 
birthday. 


Ad multos annos, Cincinnati. 


University of Scranton John Quentin Feller, Ph.D. 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 18510 Honorary Curator of Chinese 
Export Porcelain 
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EAGLE BADGE IN GOLD WITH ENAMEL DECORATION 
depicting the obverse side of the Cincinnati insignia, probably an early medal 
in its original wooden box. The ribbon is a later addition. The box is said to 
be the only one of its kind in existence. Courtesy of William Caleb Loring. 


by John Quentin Feller, Ph.D. 


In October 1980, The Magazine ANTIQUES published my lengthy 
monograph entitled “China Trade porcelain decorated with the emblem of the 
Society of the Cincinnati.” In the article, | attempted to record those services 
of Cincinnati porcelain whose provenance was unimpeachable, as well as to in- 
troduce evidence for the existence of a dinner set identical to Washington’s and 
owned by Henry Lee (1756-1818). At the same time, | discounted Cincinnati 
porcelain associated by earlier writers with Francis Green (1752-1831), Henry 
Dearborn (1751-1829), and possibly Henry Jackson (1747-1809). What was 
remarkable about the surviving Cincinnati porcelain is that so much of it be- 
longed to original members of the Massachusetts Society of Cincinnati, one of 
the fourteen constituent and individually sovereign societies. 

The Society of the Cincinnati was organized in May 1783, largely through 
the efforts of Major General Henry Knox (1750-1806), as a fraternity of com- 
missioned officers who had served in the Continental Army or Navy during the 
Revolution. A Frenchman, Major Pierre Charles L’Enfant (1754-1825), is cre- 
dited with the design of the society’s badge of membership, presumably working 
in cooperation with General Knox and his aide-de-camp, Major Samuel Shaw 
(1754-1794). 

Although there are some variations among individual medals, the official 
badge is a gold medal shaped like a bald eagle, often handsomely enameled on 
both sides. It is worn suspended from a blue ribbon edged in white. The obverse 
carries a medallion on the eagle’s breast depicting the Roman hero Lucius 
Quinctius Cincinnatus accepting implements of war from three senators. The 
vignette is surrounded by the words Omnia Relinquit Servare Rempublicam. 


The badge’s reverse bears a medallion portraying Cincinnatus being crowned 
by Fame, encircled by the inscription, Societas Cincinnatorum Instituta A. D. 
1753. 

A year after the society’s foundation, Samuel Shaw shipped as supercargo 
on the Empress of China, the first American vessel to engage directly in the 
postwar Sino-American trade. The earliest recorded reference to Chinese ex- 
port porcelain decorated with the badge of the Cincinnati appeared in Shaw’s 
account of his trip to China: “I wished to have something emblematic of the in- 
stitution of the order of the Cincinnati executed upon a set of porcelain.” 

The earliest published record attesting to the availability of porcelain de- 
corated with the Cincinnati emblem appeared in the Maryland Journal, and 
the Baltimore Advertiser of August 12, 1785. According to the notice, the Pal- 
las, the second American ship to sail to China after the Revolution, had 
brought back a sizable amount of “blue and white Stone China” decorated 
“with the Arms of the Order of Cincinnati.” When the Pallas’ cargo failed to 
sell in Baltimore, it was taken to New York where Henry Lee purchased a 302- 
piece service for George Washington in August 1786. It appears that Henry 
Lee bought an identically decorated service for himself. Surviving pieces from . 
the Washington and Lee sets are decorated with an underglaze-blue Fitzhugh 
border and a figure of Fame holding aloft the insignia of the Cincinnati. 

Samuel Shaw owned both a dinner and tea service, and more different 
forms belonging to him survive than from any other Cincinnati service, includ- 
ing mugs, a punch bowl, covered flagons, and an extraordinary serving tray. 
The Shaw pieces are excellently painted in colored enamels. The decoration 
consists of the eagle badge of the society suspended from a miniature blue and 
white bow. Immediately beneath the badge (or on the reverse side of some 
pieces) is Shaw’s cipher painted in gold. 

In addition to ordering a dinner and tea set for himself, it has long been ac- 
cepted that in 1790 Shaw gave Cincinnati tea sets modeled on his own to at 
least six close friends, among them David Townsend (1753-1829), to whom he 
wrote on December 20, 1790: “Accept, my dear friend, as a mark of my esteem 
and affection, a tea set of porcelain, ornamented with the Cincinnati and your 
cypher.” Townsend, who lived in Boston, was the surgeon general of the hospi- 
tal department during the Revolution, and served as president of the Mas- 
sachusetts Society of the Cincinnati between 1825 and 1829. Shaw also gave 
tea services to Benjamin Lincoln (1733-1810), William Eustis (1753-1825), 
William Lithgow (1750-1796), Henry Knox, and Constant Freeman (1757- 
1824). 

According to Shaw’s letter of December 20, 1790 to Townsend, the lat- 
ter’s tea service consisted of forty-five pieces; the other services, excepting 


Knox’s which was considerably larger, had about the same number of pieces: 
two tea pots with stands, one slightly larger than the other; a covered sugar 
bowl and stand (the latter probably serving as a spoon tray); a helmet-shaped 
cream pitcher; a waste bowl; a shallow serving dish; six large breakfast tea bowls 
and saucers; and twelve afternoon tea bowls and saucers. Thirty-eight pieces 
marked with Townsend’s cipher are at Historic Deerfield and a tea bowl in- 
itialed DT is at the Smithsonian. 

Nearly as many pieces survive from the tea set owned by Major General 
Benjamin Lincoln of Hingham, who served as first president of the Mas- 
sachusetts Society. The bulk of the service is at the Concord Antiquarian Soci- 
ety, but there are three pieces at Anderson House in Washington, D.C. and 
four more privately owned. 

Governor William Eustis of Cambridge and Boston, for twenty-five years 
vice-president of the Massachusetts Society, enjoyed the distinction of owning 
two Cincinnati tea sets of quite different patterns. Thirteen pieces from the set 
he received from Shaw are known to exist—eleven are on loan to the Diploma- 
tic Reception Rooms, Department of State, by The Dietrich Brothers Ameri- 
cana Corporation, and two, a tea pot and stand, are in the collection of Elinor 
Gordon. Only nine pieces survive from his second tea set, which is decorated in 
a unique manner. The eagle badge is suspended from a blue bow held by a pair 
of trumpeting and perfectly naked angels. At the center of the eagle is the ob- 
verse of the society’s emblem minus the Latin inscription. Surviving pieces in- 
clude a tea pot stand in the collection of Elinor Gordon, a waste bowl in a pri- 
vate collection, a tea bowl and saucer at the Harrison Gray Otis House, a saucer 
at Winterthur, a coffee cup sold by Parke Bernet in 1979, anda tea bowl, coffee 
cup and saucer on loan to the State Department by The Dietrich Brothers 
Americana Corporation. 

Over the years, there have appeared numerous published references to the 
Cincinnati service Shaw gave to General Henry Knox, several of them con- 
taining errors. In the preparation for this exhibit, two staff members of the Pea- 
body Museum discovered a letter dated December 20, 1790 and postscripted 
December 31, written by Samuel Shaw to Knox regarding the latter’s Cincin- 
nati service. This hitherto unpublished reference belongs to the New England 
Historic Genealogical Society, and I am grateful for their permission to quote 
from the letter’s postscript where Shaw writes: 


...A set of porcelain for the tea tables of my dear Mrs. Knox, which I wished 
to have had ready by the Nancy, I now send in the Washington. You both, | 
hope, love me too well to refuse this token of an affection for you which is un- 
limited. As one of the most amiable and good of the Sisters of the Cincin- 
nati—the companion of your toils, their sweet reward, and the dear partner of 


yout life in all circumstances, I have taken the liberty of blending her cypher 
with yours. 


In my ANTIQUES article, | had noted that the cipher HLK, incorporating 
Knox’s initials and the first initial of his wife, Lucy, was a most peculiar feature 
of the service in question. I suggested then that Shaw must have considered it 
politic to include the “lively and meddlesome” Lucy’s initial with those of the 
Society’s founder and its first secretary-general. 

At the end of Shaw’s letter to Knox is a listing of the components in a set 
originally numbering 150 pieces. Among the more unusual are a chocolate pot 
and stand and “24 coffee cups, 2 handles”. 

Colonel Constant Freeman of Charlestown served under Henry Knox in 
the artillery and retired from active service as a brevet colonel. Only five pieces 
are recorded to date from the tea set given Freeman by Shaw. A shallow serving 
dish is at the Maryland Historical Society, and a tea bowl with saucer are at the 
Fraunces Tavern Museum. The Mottahedeh Collection owns a tea bowl, anda 
tea pot stand is in the author’s collection. 

In the May 1935 issue of ANTIQUES, W. Stephen Thomas (who was 
involved in the organization of an exhibit arranged on the occasion of the trien- - 
nial meeting of the society in 1935 at the Metropolitan Museum) referred to a 
tea caddy and two covered custard cups from a service given by Shaw to Major 
William Lithgow. Interestingly, none of the other Shaw-related services is 
known to have included a tea caddy, and Shaw’s is the only other service with 
syllabubs or custard cups. I have been unable to trace any pieces purporting to 
come from the Lithgow service. 

Since I first published my essay on Cincinnati decorated porcelain in Oc- 
tober 1980, I learned of a pair of coffee cups at the Craigie-Longfellow House in 
Cambridge, owned by Andrew Craigie (1743-1819) of Boston. An apothecary 
or physician, Craigie held the rank of lieutenant colonel by act of the Conti- 
nental Congress in 1779. How he came to acquire what we may presume was a 
coffee service, decorated with a variant of the Cincinnati badge and his cipher 
within a shield, is unclear, nor is the whereabouts of the remainder of this 
unique service known. It is of interest to note that Craigie acquired the so- 
called Vassall house in Cambridge in 1791, the same house where Washington 
had his headquarters during the siege of Boston. 


In my ANTIQUES article, I wrote that “the most spectacular example of 
porcelain to fall within the scope of this article is the much-publicized punch 
bowl that belonged to Colonel Richard Varick (1753-1831) of New York now 
in the collection of Morristown National Historical Park. A skillful Chinese 
artist has reproduced Colonel Varick’s certificate of membership in the society, 


dated January 1, 1784, and signed by Washington as president and Knox as sec- 
retary-general.” I then added: “How Varick came to own such a remarkable 
bowl has never been determined.” 

When I wrote those words | was aware of the existence of a second, simi- 
larly decorated bowl owned by Lieutenant Colonel Ebenezer Stevens (1751- 
1823) who, like Varick, belonged to the New York State Society of the Cin- 
cinnati. The bowl, however, had disappeared from view by 1936, but through 
a series of coincidences and just plain luck I was able to trace the bowl to its pre- 
sent owner who had placed it on deposit at the Metropolitan Museum in 1937. 
The bowl remained in storage, unheralded and unrecognized, until I was able 
to confirm its existence and whereabouts in September 1980 (alas, too late to 
include more than the barest reference in my ANTIQUES article which had 
gone to press.) For some inexplicable reason, the curatorial staff at the Metro- 
politan had neglected to mention the Stevens bowl to me, if indeed they even 
knew they had it, at the time of my initial research. 

The Stevens bowl is exceptional in that it is signed “Syngchong”, only 
one other punch bowl made for the American market having that distinction; 
viz., a huge bowl presented by General Jacob Morton to the Corporation of the 
City of New York in 1814. 

According to the present owner of the Stevens bowl, Ebenezer Stevens 
was the owner of several ships engaged in the China trade, and it was he who 
had the bowls with the Cincinnati decoration brought back from China in 
order to present them to a number of Washington’s staff officers. It is reasonable 
to assume, then, that other bowls with similar decoration, exist in private 
hands. 

The story of the Stevens bowl and the Craigie cups demonstrate that, 
even at this late date, it is still possible to identify unrecorded Cincinnati porce- 
lain. The fortuitous discovery of Samuel Shaw’s December 20, 31, 1790 letter 
to General Knox has added to our knowledge of the Knox service and has con- 
firmed this writer’s suspicions that the HLK cipher was no accident. In time ad- 
ditional pieces of the unusual tea set owned by Richard Humpton (1733-1804) 
of Pennsylvania, which I recorded in ANTIQUES two and a half years ago, 
will surface, and an unidentified helmet-shaped cream pitcher at the Metro- 
politan Museum will be recognized as belonging to so-and-so’s scattered tea set. 
If anything is at all certain to this writer, it is that the scholarly fascination with 
“the Cincinnati and their porcelain” will continue to grow in the years ahead. 
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PUNCH BOWL decorated en grisaille with an exact reproduction of the 
original certificate of Ebenezer Stevens, as signed by George Washington and 
Henry Knox and dated December 10, 1785. The bowl, banded in silver 
along the rim and at the foot because of an early break, is purported to be 
one of several nearly identical bowls ordered by Stevens for himself and 
various other staff officers who served under General Washington. A 
surviving fraternal twin to the Stevens bowl bearing the membership 
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certificate of Richard Varick (1753-1831) but decorated in polychrome is at 
the Morristown National Historic Park. The Stevens bowl was probably 
made shortly before or just after the War of 1812 and is signed by the Canton 


artist “Syngchong” who also signed an 1814 bowl presented by General Jacob 
Morton to the City of New York. Lent by Lucille S. Pfeffer, courtesy of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
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PLATTER WITH UNDERGLAZE BLUE FITZHUGH BORDER and 
the eagle badge of the Society of the Cincinnati held by the figure of Fame, 
part of a 302-piece dinner and tea service purchased by General Washington 
for $150. Once thought to be unique, it is now believed by most scholars 
that both Washington and Henry Lee (1756-1818) owned identical 
Cincinnati dinner sets. In all likelihood, the Fitzhugh-bordered Cincinnati 
export porcelain was carried from Canton on the Pallas, first to Baltimore 
and then to New York City, seat of the Confederation Congress, where Lee 
purchased sets for Washington and himself in August 1786. Part of the 
confusion over the Washington and Lee services is the result of the frequent 
intermarriages among the Custis and Lee families, and part results from the 
fact that the late Henry F. du Pont purchased Fitzhugh-bordered Cincinnati 
dishes with both Washington and Lee provenances, combining pieces from 
both sets in his Winterthur collection where they were displayed as 


Washington’s. Courtesy of H. Richard Dietrich; photo by Will Brown of 
Philadelphia. 
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SAMUEL SHAW 
1754-1794 





SERVING TRAY WITH LOBED HANDLES decorated in 
polychrome enamels with the obverse badge of the Society and the initials 
SS for Samuel Shaw who, with General Knox, probably assisted Major 
Pierre L’Enfant with the design of the eagle badge. This extraordinary tray 
was used to hold the syllabubs or covered custard cups which were also part of 
Shaw’s extensive service and is unique in Cincinnati decorated porcelain. 
Courtesy of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; lent by Mary Warren 
Murphy. 
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AUTOGRAPH LETTER FROM SAMUEL SHAW to “Doctor” 
David Townsend, datelined Canton in China, December 20, 1790, in 
which Shaw informed Townsend that he was sending “as a mark of my 
esteem” a forty-five piece tea set “ornamented with the Cincinnati and your 
cypher.” Identical sets were given to four other Cincinnati and a fifth, 


considerably larger set presented to General Knox (see pp. 18, 19). Courtesy 
of Historic Deerfield, Inc. 
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BREAKFAST TEA BOWL AND SAUCER from the Cincinnati tea 
set presented by Samuel Shaw to David Townsend in 1790 and embellished 
with the initials DT. The saucer is decorated with the obverse of the eagle 
badge; the cup, the reverse. According to a list at the end of Shaw’s letter, a 
standard tea set consisted of two tea pots with stands, sugar bowl and stand, 
milk pitcher, waste bowl, shallow dish, six breakfast cups and saucers, and 
twelve afternoon tea cups and saucers. Breakfast cups are actually tea bowls 


slightly larger in size than afternoon cups; both are handleless. Courtesy of 
Historic Deerfield, Inc. 
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BENJAMIN LINCOLN 
1733-1810 








‘TEA POT ENAMELED IN POLYCHROME with the obverse of the 
eagle badge and the cipher BL for Benjamin Lincoln, first president of the 
Massachusetts Society of the Cincinnati. Almost all of the surviving pieces of 
the Lincoln set are at the Concord Antiquarian Society. Unlike the 
Townsend set (see p. 15), which appears to have several replacement pieces 
made at a slightly later date—but Chinese export nevertheless, the thirty-odd 


Lincoln pieces were painted by the same hand. Courtesy of the Concord 
Antiquarian Society. 
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‘TEA POT DECORATED WITH THE CINCINNATI INSIGNIA; 
viz., the obverse of the eagle badge and, directly beneath, the initials WE for 
William Eustis, from a tea service presented in 1790 by Samuel Shaw. Eustis 
served as governor of Massachusetts and vice-president of the Massachusetts 
Society of the Cincinnati. Courtesy of the Dietrich Brothers Americana 
Corporation; photo by Will Brown of Philadelphia. 





‘TEA BOWL AND SAUCER decorated with the obverse of the 
Cincinnati badge supported by trumpeting putti and with an inner rim 
border of gold stars on a blue band, from a tea and coffee service owned by 
William Eustis. Eustis was the only Cincinnatus known to have had two 
stylistically distinct services. Courtesy of the Society for the Preservation of 
New England Antiquities. 
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HENRY KNOX 
1750-1806 








POSTSCRIPT DATED DECEMBER 31 from a letter written by 
Samuel Shaw to Henry Knox on December 20, 1790, in which Shaw noted 
that he was forwarding by the ship Washington “a set of porcelain for the tea 


tables of my dear Mrs. Knox.” Courtesy of the New England Historic 
Genealogical Society. 
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(COVERED CHOCOLATE POT decorated with the obverse of the 
eagle badge and the initials HLK for Henry and Lucy Knox. As Shaw noted 
in his letter to General Knox on December 31, 1790: “I have taken the 
liberty of blending her cypher with yours.” This unusual combination appears 
on all the surviving Knox pieces, excepting a shallow dish at the Concord 
Antiquarian Society which is marked simply HK and may be a replacement 


piece. Courtesy of Yale University Art Gallery; gift of de Lancey Kountze, 
B.A. 1899. 
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ANDREW CRAIGIE 
1743-1819 





PAIR OF SINGLE-HHANDLED COFFEE CUPS decorated on one side 
with the obverse of the eagle badge and on the other, the initials AC within 
a shield outlined by flowers. These cups belonged to Andrew Craigie of 
Boston who for a time owned the Vassall house in Cambridge where General 
Washington quartered during the siege of Boston. It is not known at this 
time how Craigie came to own these pieces, the design of which is unique. 
Courtesy of the Longfellow National Historic Site, National Park Service; 
photo by Atlantic Photo Service of Boston. 
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SIDE VIEW OF THE EBENEZER STEVENS PUNCH BOWL 
reproducing his certificate or diploma of membership in the Society of the 
Cincinnati (see pp. 10-11). In this view, to the left, Britannia and her 
faithful lion are retreating to the sea. To the right, the spread eagle with 
shield encircled by billowing clouds hovers above ships at sea. Directly 
opposite the eagle is the diploma itself. The Chinese artist, Syngchong, who 
painted and signed the Stevens bowl undoubtedly copied his certificate of 
membership, which was taken from an engraving by Robert Scot of 
Philadelphia. Lent by Lucille S. Pfeffer, courtesy of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art; photo, MMA. 
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